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When you know, you know, and 
Patricia Corrao knew that her father, 
Ronald Russo, was declining. 

Battling several health issues, including 
COVID-19, Ronald was being treated 
in a hospital in Long Island, New 
York, while Patricia was living in 
Pennsylvania, feeling helpless. 

She tried to move Ronald into a 
hospice in New York, but the doctors 
said he wasn’t a candidate. A nurse 
herself, Patricia contacted several 
facilities, including a hospital closer 
to her home in Lancaster, but had 
no luck getting him admitted.

“It was clear to me that his time was 
short, and I wanted to bring him 
home to care for him,” she said. 

Patricia reached out to a nurse she 
knew who suggested Masonic Village 
Hospice. She was surprised to learn 
that her dad did not need to be a 
Mason to utilize the services.

“I called and gave them all of my dad’s 
records and information, and maybe two 
days later, they agreed to help. I broke 
down – I was so relieved,” she said. 

Patricia’s mother, Mary Russo, and 
her father had not been apart in the 
nearly 65 years they were married. 
Patricia intended to keep it that way. 

Her parents came to live with her 
in January 2021 for Ronald’s end-
of-life and hospice care. Ronald was 
transported to her house via a five-hour 
ambulance ride. Hospice had all the 
equipment delivered the very next day.

“When the ambulance arrived at 
my home, they sent out a nurse 
immediately to help get us settled,” 
she said. “I can’t praise them enough. 
They went above and beyond. I keep 
telling people about Masonic Village 
Hospice. I feel like if I didn’t know 
about it, others might not know they 
exist. It was such a great experience.”

Ronald stayed with Patricia at her 
house for about two weeks before he 
died. Her mother, Mary, went back 
to New York shortly thereafter. “My 
father died surrounded by people who 
loved him,” Patricia said. “My parents 
were together. It was a good ending.”

Patricia’s parents met in Queens, 
New York City. Ronald was from the 
College Point neighborhood, and 
Mary was from Astoria. They met at 
an amusement park when Mary was 
16 and Ronald was 19. “They had a 
wonderful love story and were like 
two peas in a pod,” Patricia said. 

Ronald had Parkinson’s disease and 
as it progressed, Mary was having 
trouble taking care of him. That’s when 
Patricia had him admitted to the hospital 
in Long Island. Doctors discussed 
sending him home or to a rehabilitation 
facility, but then he’d suffer another 
health issue and have to stay. 
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“I knew my dad was not fine,” she said. “It had been one thing 
after another since he’d been at the hospital. He’s not the 
kind of person to complain or say anything. I’d try to advocate 
for him over the phone. I told them [the doctors] about all 
the things he was doing before that he could no longer do.”

Patricia made the trip to New York after finally getting 
privileges to enter the hospital, due to COVID-19 protocols.

“I said to the doctor, ‘I know doctors are about 
saving lives, but I know my dad. He’s not well.’ When 
you start seeing the falling and other things, it’s 
the beginning of the long goodbye,” she said.

Since Ronald’s passing, Mary has traveled back and forth 
from New York to Pennsylvania. Patricia hopes to convince 
her mom to move in with her and her husband one day. 

“I’d like her to come down here while 
she can still enjoy life,” she said.

Patricia has been a nurse since 1991. She worked at 
several nursing homes and spent the past 14 years as 
a float nurse at the Lebanon VA Medical Center. 

Patricia knows how helpful hospice can be for families 
as she has experience as a hospice volunteer.

“My dad was a proud, private gentleman,” she said. “Having 
me there to take care of him in such a sensitive, personal 
way [along with the hospice nurses] was so meaningful. 
I don’t have any regrets. I did the best I could.”

Masonic Village Hospice Supports Local Relay for Life
Relay for Life of Lancaster County 
will be held from June 10, 12 p.m., 
to June 11, 12 p.m., at Conestoga 
Valley High School in Lancaster.

The Relay for Life movement is 
dedicated to helping communities 
raise funds and awareness on 
behalf of the American Cancer 
Society. Through funds donated, 
time given or awareness raised, 
communities are teaming up virtually 
or in person to make difference.

In 2021, Masonic Village Hospice’s 
team raised $8,641.99, and the team is 
over half way to their goal for this year. 
The team will continue to relay for all 
patients and families, past and present, 
impacted by cancer in the hopes of 
eradicating the disease completely.

To sign up, visit relayforlife.org and click on “Join a Relay.” 
Search for events in Lancaster, choose “Relay for Life of 
Lancaster County” and scroll down to “Event Fundraising.” 
Select “All Teams” and find “Masonic Village Hospice.”

Patricia sharing her wedding photos. (The cover photo and 
this one are from Chris Corrao: Stories & Portraits.)
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Spreading the Word  Spreading the Word  
About HospiceAbout Hospice
Danielle Berardi and Jennifer Hoover have a passion 
to promote Masonic Village Hospice services to the 
Lancaster, Lebanon, Dauphin, York and Cumberland 
counties. With a combined total of 13 years of hospice 
experience, the outreach team provides educational in-
services to healthcare providers and the community.

In this strategic role, Danielle and Jennifer frequently 
meet with key leadership and clinical team members 
of skilled nursing and personal care facilities to 
provide information on Masonic Village Hospice. They 
focus on building and maintaining relationships.

Danielle, a former pharmaceutical representative and dietitian, 
said her goal is to help families create happy memories.

“My mom was on Masonic Village Hospice services in 
January of 2014,” she said. “While on hospice she received 
Healing Touch to help with her neuropathic leg pain 
due to chemotherapy. I walked into her room after she 
received it, and she had the biggest smile on her face. 
She was dancing her feet around and said ‘Look Danielle, 
I can move my feet and it doesn’t hurt.’ That is the 
memory I hold onto. She passed away two days later.”

Jennifer came to us with five years of hospice experience. 
She enjoys meeting with families and letting them 
know what services our hospice offers. “I love to 
interact with people in a meaningful way,” she said.

Jennifer and her family chose to use Masonic Village 
Hospice for her grandmother when her health declined. 
Jennifer felt it was a wonderful experience. 

“The team we have goes above and beyond for their 
patients,” she said. “My family was so grateful to have had 
this experience and it be with Masonic Village Hospice.”

Jennifer and Danielle enjoy collaborating with the 
Hospice team on special moments, such as delivering 
a special meal or celebrating a birthday.

“The team we have goes above and 
beyond for their patients,” Jennifer 
said. “My family was so grateful to 
have had this experience and it be 
with Masonic Village Hospice.” 

Often, when they visit a facility, Danielle and Jennifer 
will volunteer to paint residents’ nails or host a holiday 
gathering for them. “It’s little things like that,” Danielle 
said, “that can bring some joy to the residents.”

“We do a lot in the community,” Jennifer added. 
“We do community health fairs, expos and 
visit senior centers all to educate the general 
population about hospice and our services.” 

Recently Jennifer organized a holiday gift drive 
for a personal care home in the Lancaster 
community. “The reaction we got from the 
residents was amazing,” she said. “They 
were truly grateful to receive a gift.”

While there are many hospice providers 
in our area to choose from, Jennifer and 
Danielle often speak about how, as a 
non-profit organization, Masonic Village 
Hospice stands out due to providing 
individualized attention to each patient and 
their family. Danielle and Jennifer love to 
share what makes our Hospice unique.

“Our goal is to show that hospice is 
about living and celebrating life until the 
last breath,” Danielle expressed. “It is 
a beautiful time and can be rewarding 
to the patient and their family.”
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Danielle and Jennifer
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April is National Volunteer Month, and we want to give 
thanks to ALL our volunteers for their efforts. Below, 
we highlight the experiences of three of our volunteers: 
Linda Fowler, Bryce Katch and Karen Anthony. 

Volunteering for Masonic Village Hospice is a “labor of love” 
for Elizabethtown resident Linda Fowler. She doesn’t really 
consider it “working,” but the “love” is always there. Linda 
began volunteering with Hospice nearly four years ago. 

“I love what I do – it’s very fulfilling for me,” she said. 
“My mother was in hospice and didn’t want to die 
alone. My dad and I took turns sitting with her, and 
it made such an impact on her dying. I thought there 
had to be other people who feel the same way.”

“One woman never wants me to leave,” she added. “I 
have some of my father’s old hymns on CDs. She sings 
with the ones she knows and taps her feet. She holds my 
hand, and I can see she relaxes. It’s very heartwarming.”

Linda spends so much time with her patients 
that she often attends or is asked to speak at 
their funerals when they pass away.

“The families invite me,” she said. “If that gives them 
closure and shows them Masonic Village Hospice 
really cares about them, you do whatever you can.”

Linda volunteers with Hospice two or three days a week 
and sees up to four patients a day. She used to see 
between six and eight patients, but due to COVID-19 and 
her own health issues, she had to scale back her time. 

“It lifts my spirits to volunteer,” she said. “It makes 
me feel like I’m still doing something. As you age, a 
lot of times you feel useless. My daughter tells me 
to keep doing this because it makes me happy.”

Making a Making a 
Difference Difference 
with Masonic with Masonic 
Village HospiceVillage Hospice

Left: Karen, top: 
Linda, above: Bryce

Bryce Katch, a senior at Penn State University, volunteers 
weekly with Hospice. During grade school, he played his 
saxophone and cello at several nursing homes in Lancaster. 
He really enjoyed being around older adults. He knew it 
was something he wanted to continue doing in college.

“I am hoping to go to medical school after college,” Bryce 
said. “Volunteering through Hospice has been a really 
meaningful way to give back. I really enjoy being able to 
follow up with my patients, see how they’re doing and make 
sure their quality of life stays high in their last few months.”

“I’m just someone to talk to who is not a reminder of their 
medical condition,” he added. “I’m glad to be that person for 
them, someone who takes their mind off things for a little bit.”

Karen Anthony volunteers with Hospice every week, 
sometimes accompanied by her mini poodle, Snickers. 
She has been visiting patients for seven years, with 
the exception of a short time during the pandemic.

“It’s fantastic because Snickers just breaks the ice,” she said. 
“The patients pet her, interact with her and give her treats. 
Most of the time, we just talk and establish a relationship.”

Karen said her goal is to make every encounter with 
each patient special. “I just think people are special 
no matter what stage of life they’re in,” she said. 

For more information on volunteer training, visit 
MasonicVillageHospice.org/volunteer/registration/.
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Thank You to Our Donors

Memorials
Gifts received Nov. 1, 2021 - Jan. 31, 2022

MEMORIAL  DONOR
Kathleen “Kitty” Ambrozates Valerie Ambrozates
Arlene Bajkowski Terry and Liz Garman
 Danny and Linda Kelly   
 Michael and Barbara Shotzberger
 Linda Spang
 Margaret (Bajkowski) Zook
Martin H. Bayer Gabi Bayer
Joyce Beneck Betty Deibert
Nancy Biehl Clark Biehl
Helen Brockman John and Kathleen Ross
Anthony Caputzal Frank Caputzal
Jean Dent Valerie Ambrozates
Daniel Epstein Michael Beidleman
Dennis Fackler Robert and Terri Bentzel
Bill and Marian Fatzinger Larry Webster
Rudolf and Mary Galli Marina Galli
Walter Gerber Ken and Doris Beane
Joseph E. Gray Art and Alice Antal
Helen Gregg Beth Campbell
 Shirley Rich
Robert Grogan Bob and Patrice Snyder
Caroline Harman Diane Leiby
Vincent A. Labella Joyce Hall, Sheila Lipscomb,   
 Sheila Williamson and Edi Theriot
William J. McCann, Jr. Joseph and Victoria DiLazzaro
 Eleanor McCann and Family
 Jennifer McLuckie
 Joan and Ken Walters
Samuel “Sam” A. Miller, Jr. Barbara Johnson
 Phyllis Martin
 Albert and Kathy Miller
David M. Neidigh Donna and Scott Hershey
Anita Louise Pence Michael and Sarah Pence
Ronald Russo Mary Russo
Margaret “Margie” Sanderlin Valerie Ambrozates
George Schaeffer, Jr. Clyde and Peggy Dearolf
 Larry Haines
George L. Schmitt, Sr. Sandra Schmitt
Meryl Singer Robert Singer
Marion Sloan Edna Sloan
Robert K. Sloan Edna Sloan
Emma F. Snyder William and Marcene Becker
 Lydia and Mattie Beiler
 Bob and Joan Malick
 Sherry and Jesse Pollock
 Jere and Carol Tangert
Melvin “Pete” Snyder Bob and Patrice Snyder
Marian M. Spangler George and Anita Herman

Priscilla Stoltzfus Jane Owens
 Barry and Diann White
Richard “Dick” Ray Sweger Mireille and Michael Cottle
 Samuel Gochnauer
 Shirley Jackson
 Tammy Lysaght
 Cindy Mellott
 Richard and Debra Smith
 Kathy Sweger
Karen L. Turns Stephen and Barbara Fry
 Sam Turns
 Ryan White
Vincent and Rheba Webb Kristine Webb
Henry M. Wildasin Ann Wildasin

The following memorial was printed incorrectly in the 
Winter 2022 issue. We apologize for this error.

MEMORIAL DONOR
Mary Jane Risser Betty Deibert

Honors
Gifts received Nov. 1, 2021 - Jan. 31, 2022

HONOR DONOR
All Hospice Staff Baird and Marion Krecker
John Ambrozates Valerie Ambrozates
Donald Gregg Shirley Rich
Dick Hajek Shirley Cook
Barbara Riggs Percy and Dixie Teaford



Who We Are
Since 2009, Masonic Village’s trained, compassionate 
hospice staff have cared for thousands of patients 
and their families, focusing on the physical, emotional, 
social and spiritual needs of patients so they may 
complete their lives joyfully. Our hospice staff promote 
comfort and self-determination, enabling patients to 
participate in making decisions about their care. 

Based in Elizabethtown, Masonic Village Hospice 
is pleased to offer services to patients in the 
comfort of their homes throughout Lancaster, 
Dauphin, Lebanon and Eastern York counties.

Masonic Village Hospice does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, disability, ancestry, national origin, familial status, age, sex, 
limited English proficiency (LEP) or any other protected status in admission, treatment or participation in its programs, services and activities, or in employment.
Masonic Village Hospice cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. 
Masonic Village Hospice iss willich, die Gsetze (federal civil rights) vun die Owwerichkeet zu folliche un duht alle Leit behandle in der seem Weg. Es macht nix aus, vun 
wellem Schtamm ebber beikummt, aus wellem Land die Voreldre kumme sinn, was fer en Elt ebber hot, eb ebber en Mann iss odder en Fraa, verkrippelt iss odder net.

Open for Everyone.

MASONIC VILLAGE HOSPICE
98 Masonic Drive, Suite 101 • Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
717-361-8449 • MasonicVillageHospice.org


